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Trips abroad
cancelled due to
ebola outbreak
Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

______________________

Three Lawrence alumnae attend the university’s first Black Affinity Reunion.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

First Black Affinity Reunion brings past and
present students together to discuss future
Noah Gunther

For The Lawrentian

______________________

Last
weekend,
alumni
from decades of graduating
classes returned to campus
for Lawrence’s first ever Black
Affinity Reunion.
Arriving on Friday, approximately 40 alumni were invited
to attend classes such as “Black,
Brown, and Queer on Film” and
“African American Writers” before
an opening dinner in the campus
center.
Later in the evening, alumni
were invited to Sankofa house
where they met students involved
in multicultural affairs and the
Black Student Union. Eventually,

many of the LU grads made their
way to the Viking Room. “Some
things haven’t changed,” remarked
co-chair of the president’s advisory council Cory Nettles ’92.
Change, particularly in
University diversity standards,
was a focal point of discussion throughout the weekend.
Following breakfast on the morning of Saturday, Sept. 27, alumni
heard from Louis Butler ’71, who
explained the events that led to
the reunion’s formation. “It really
all began Feb. 26 of 1969, Butler
said. Thirteen individuals took it
upon themselves to send a list of
demands to Thomas Smith, then
President of Lawrence, demanding black matriculation on campus. They really started to get the
ball rolling.”

Butler went on to illustrate
what the Lawrence community
hoped to accomplish through the
event, to “bring everybody we
possibly could back, even those
who didn’t have the best experiences. To share these experiences
and help get Lawrence moving
forward.”
Butler also added that he was
pleased with the students in the
recently created Sankofa house
and President Mark Burstein’s
other efforts towards celebrating
diversity at Lawrence.
Following Butler, President
Burstein delivered a speech
that began on a similar note.
“Connecting across difference
is an essential part of a liberal
arts education,” Burstein began,
reiterating the importance of

events like the reunion. Burstein
also stated his intent to “create
an environment where students
of different backgrounds can say
‘this is home,’” a feeling of belonging many present alumni said they
struggled with during their time
at Lawrence and in Appleton.
Burstein continued his
speech as he described the
amount of work still necessary to
accomplish many of Lawrence’s
goals concerning diversity. While
he pointed out an upward trend
in the percentage of students who
identify as people of color, estimating 300 are currently enrolled
at Lawrence, Burstein was less
positive about the Lawrence faculty. “I don’t want to sugarcoat this

later, Macnamara describes her
work as bringing science to a
broader, less biologically inclined
audience.
“I wasn’t a nature person,”
Macnamara said. She began drawing in museums with no clear
intention in mind. “I was feeling
my way, I didn’t know where I was
going but I was there [at the museum] everyday trying to go somewhere,” continued Macnamara.
Her work in the scientific
realm began with drawing bird
butts and has since ranged to
insects, nests, zebras, and migration. Despite the scientific focus,
Macnamara stressed, “I am not
doing what a scientist wants.”
With this, Macnamara began

explaining her artist process. She
highlighted that most of her projects start with a vague interest
and no clear idea with where to
go.
“[The art] will grow on its
own if you are there doing it,”
offered Macnamara, “Don’t worry
about falling down because you
are going to and who cares?”
Audience members were
mainly art and/or biology students. Sophomore Alison Smith,
a studio art major, found
Macnamara’s lecture to be personally inspiring.
“I also really have a love of
birds,” begins Smith, wearing a
t-shirt with a pigeon on it. “But
I don’t understand all the scien-

tific aspects of them. After hearing
[Macnamara] talk, I thought that I
could do this artwork just because
I think birds are pretty. It doesn’t
have to have a scientific basis.”
Though this advice was
meant for the whole, Sophomore
Gustavo Figueroa was not as
enthusiastic about the talk.
“I was expecting more of
Peggy’s work to relate to conservation. What I got from the lecture was very commercial,” said
Figueroa who was required to
attend Macnamara’s lecture for his
Art and Biodiversity Conversation
course.
This class is the environmen-

See page 2

Artist Macnamara gives first Spoerl lecture
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

On Wednesday, Sept. 24 The
Spoerl Lectureship in Science and
Society Lecture Series kicked off
with a night of marriage jokes and
a six-foot tall insect nest as Peggy
Macnamara shared her experiences with conservation biology.
Macnamara takes an unorthodox approach to her contribution to conservation biology. Her
medium is her art. Though an
associate professor at the School
of the Art Institute in Chicago,
Macnamara also has been an
Artist-in-Residence at The Field
Museum in Chicago.
Three books and 25 years

See page 2

An outbreak of Ebola sweeping through western Africa has
produced enormous ramifications, both in the affected region
and abroad. The epidemic has
even affected the Lawrence community through our connections
to the region. Student and faculty
plans for trips to western Africa,
notably a research visit to Sierra
Leone and a cultural immersion experience in Senegal, were
impacted by the new dangers and
liabilities.
The Ebola outbreak is the
largest in the history of the
virus with over 6,300 reported
cases and more than 3,000 confirmed fatalities. The severe epidemic caused the countries of
the impacted region, including
Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal,
and Sierra Leone, to take preventative measures and enact containment protocol.
As personal choices clashed
with containment efforts, some
of these measures, and the suffering caused by the disease itself,
created human rights issues.
Ebola’s highly contagious nature
has caused considerable worry
worldwide about the spread of
the disease. the United State
Center for Disease Control placed
a level 3 warning on travel to the
affected region.
Lawrence University does
not support student travel to any
country with a level 3 warning.
Because of these conditions, it has
become significantly more dangerous and difficult for groups to
travel to the affected areas.
Professor Skran’s annual 18-day field experience in
Sierra Leone was among those
impacted this year by the epidemic. As part of her Government
and Economics-focused Field
Research course, Professor Skran
was planning to use this sixth
annual trip to give Lawrence students real-world experience and
understanding of the nation of
Sierra Leone. Skran confirmed at
last week’s meeting that the first
visit of this school year, scheduled
for December, has been canceled.
The Spring Break trip, planned for
March 2015, will be postponed
and possibly canceled as well; students will have to wait for updates
regarding that experience, but
Skran stated that the trip would
likely take place either in the summer of 2015 or in December of
next year.
The other official Lawrence

See page 2
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New club plans to create
support system for women
in science at Lawrence
Megan Corum

For The Lawrentian

_________________________

Sheeniza Shah talks to students about the new Lawrence Women in Science club.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Reunion

continued from page 1
in any way. Right now, the number
of faculty of color on this campus
is 13 percent. That is a disappointment for us.”
Burstein also mentioned
Lawrence’s position in its’
25-institution peer group regarding female faculty, that “we are
last in our peer group for women
who are faculty. Dead last, in 25
schools that we call peer. We have
39 percent tenure-track women
on this campus. We must do a
better job if we are to meet our
aspirations and the aspirations of
students.”
Burstein went on to explain
financial difficulties that impact
families’ ability to send children

Spoerl

continued from page 1
tal topics course that the Spoerl
lectures are held in conjunction
with each year.
Even Smith agrees that the
lecture seemed to cater more to
the artistically inclined in the
room.
“[Macnamara] herself said
‘I’m dumb.’ She couldn’t tell you
the biological things about the
organisms that she draws,” said
Smith.
On the Thursday following the lecture Macnamara presented again in his class. Here

Ebola

continued from page 1
program involving trips to the
impacted region is the French
department’s
Francophone
Seminar at the Baobab Center in
Dakar, Senegal. The United States
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has confirmed that
evidence suggests that the Ebola
outbreak in Senegal is contained
and likely finished, but there are
still difficulties with organizing a
program in the nation’s capital.
Laura Zuege, director of

to Lawrence and the University’s
goal to meet the full need of its’
students with the help of donations like the recent record-breaking 25 million dollars. As he ended
his speech and opened for questions he said “I’m excited about
this momentum but there is still
much work to do.”
Alumni then proceeded to the
Warch Center cinema, where they
were met by students and saw a
film by junior Zach Ben-Amots
depicting the history of black
students at Lawrence University,
which included interviews with
many of the alumni present.
Later in the day, both former and current students met in
the diversity center and shared
personal experiences dealing with
issues of prejudice on campus and
in the area, and ways in which

Lawrence could help deal with
these issues. The reunion was
concluded with Sunday brunch in
the campus center.
“This was long overdue, but
an excellent opportunity to share
experiences with each other and
the president,” said Robert Currie
’74.
“It’s good to see past
Lawrentians who can serve
as mentors,” explained senior
Brienne Colston. “I can look up
to black alumni and relate to a
shared experience.”
Nettles concluded, “The
power of this weekend is that it
allows students who had experiences here to reaffirm their commitment to what this school represents. It’s good to be a member
of a community which embraces
this kind of diversity.”

Macnamara explained more about
her recent park project in Chicago.
“I thought it was almost counterproductive to further explain
your line of conservation work to
just 20 students when you had a
much greater audience the night
before,” continued Figueroa.
Figueroa also found that
some of Macnamara’s jokes
were unnecessary. Macnamara
described her experience working
in Madagascar as “terrible—there
wasn’t a toilet in the country.”
“Madagascar is one of the
most bio-diverse countries and
they’re suffering greatly from
deforestation. [Macnamara] could
have instead explained how her
conservation efforts are helping

that,” explained Figueroa.
Macnamara showed apprecitation for her subject matter saying, “I am drawing things that are
perfectly made. I only have the
illusion of control.”
This lecture was part of the
Spoerl lectureship in Science
and Society Series: Art and
Biodiversity Conservation. There
are three more lectures in the
series this fall with “Defining
Conservation Photography” on
Monday, Oct. 6, “Communication
Issues, Educational Outreach
Programs
and
Community
Conservation” on Monday, Oct.
27 and “Wolf-Human Conflict” on
Tuesday, Nov. 11.

Lawrence’s Off-Campus Programs,
confirmed this week that this
arrangement will likely still go
forward. “We usually treat longterm and short-term programs
differently,” she explained, to note
the difference between this and
the Sierra Leone trip. “The Dakar
program is a full term of cultural
immersion, and it’s not supposed
to happen until Spring Term.”
That said, she also emphasized that Lawrence is looking out
for student safety with regards to
the Ebola virus. “We’re going to
be checking up with the U.S. State
Department, the World Health
Organization, and the Center for

Disease Control, and see how it
goes.”
Although the Senegal program is likely to proceed as scheduled, the Ebola outbreak has made
it difficult to ascertain to what
extent the plans may change.
Students expressed frustration with the situation regarding trip cancellations and postponements, but they still exhibit
understanding of the gravity of
this problem. Sophomore Regina
Cornish said that she “was looking forward to going and exploring new cultures,” but that she
“understands the need for safety
measures, and that health is a

Lawrence Women in Science
(LWS) is a new club focused on
supporting any woman who is
interested in science.
LWS had their first meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 30, and
will meet weekly on Tuesdays.
Throughout the school year LWS
plans to bring in various speakers
as well as volunteer in the community.
LWS president and senior
Sheeniza Shah is one of the founders of LWS and said she helped
found the club to make “a place
[for women in science] to congregate and support one another.”
Other founders include
Ashley Coenen, Amber Betzold,
Weronika Gajowniczek and Erika
Roedl.
Faculty
sponsor
and
Professor of Geology Marica
Bjørnerud said that the club is a
“great idea for women in science
to get together and have a venue
to talk about challenges and aspirations.”
“The Women in Science club

World

is a good way to build awareness
and confidence about navigating
the social aspects of science,” she
said.
Another goal of LWS is to
“build community and provide
resources,” Shah said. Information
about different science-based
conferences, such as the American
Physics Society Conferences for
Undergraduate Women in Physics
in January and the American
Chemical Society’s National
Meeting and Expo in March, is just
one of the resources.
LWS also wants to help
women with applying to graduate
school and finding internships.
“The cultural climate for
women scientists has certainly
changed for the better since I was
in graduate school,” Bjørnerud
said, “but there are still pockets
of old misogynist thinking out
there that our students need to
be aware of as they venture from
the friendly, inclusive, enlightened
community at Lawrence into the
world of academe or work.”
“If you’re a woman and
you’re interested in science, this
is a place you should come,” Shah
said.

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
CHINA: Widespread Protests in Hong Kong over rules
restricting political freedoms in the coming years. The Chinese
Government has so far refused to back down and has been using
tear gas and pepper spray in its efforts to control the protests.
PACIFIC: Philippine officials claim a new world record for
most trees planted in an hour, 3.2 million, breaking the previous
record of 1.9 million set in India in 2011.
MIDDLE EAST: IS battles Iraqi troops in Amiriya Al Falluja.
The City, 25 miles from Baghdad, has also been hit by U.S. lead
airstrikes.

AFRICA: As the number of Ebola patients climbs close to
7,000 its effects on society widen. Liberia’s chief medical officer,
Bernice Dahn, has been quarantined for 21 days following the
death of one of her assistants from the virus last Thursday.

UNITED STATES: U.S. Secret Service Director Julia Pierson
resigned Wednesday. She has recently come under fire for a
series of security lapses.
UNITED STATES: A man in Texas was the first to develop
Ebola symptoms in the U.S. after returning from Liberia. Those
he came in contact with since returning are under observation
for symptoms.
UNITED STATES: Governor Jerry Brown of California has
signed a bill to define when “yes means yes” and to create
requirements for colleges to follow during investigation of sexual
assault.
priority.” She also expressed hope
that “people in the region stay
safe as well, and that all necessary
steps are taken to improve the
situation and minimize suffering.”
Other students spoke of difficulty with fitting a possible summer trip into their schedules.
Although the recent Ebola
outbreak in western Africa caused

considerable worry and complication for people around the world,
its impact on the Lawrence community is fortunately small. The
Lawrentian will report on developments regarding the planned
spring trips to Sierra Leone and
Senegal when further information
becomes available.
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Welcome to the
Procrasti-Nation
Sarah Wagner
Columnist

_______________________

Dear Sarah,
I can’t stop reading Quiz Bowl
forums before bed time. It’s fun and
great and helpful for Quiz Bowl
but then I get about four hours of
sleep and end up hating everything
that isn’t injected with espresso the
next morning. How do I actually
make myself sleep instead of staying up on my laptop for no good
reason and really regretting it in
the morning?
-Jittery Junior

“And here I thought it was supposed to be confusing and impractical.”

AROUND THE WORLD
IN EIGHT ISSUES
An Introduction
Amaan Khan
Variety Editor

_______________________

“Around the world in eight
issues” will be featuring accounts
from students who are studying abroad this term. Lawrence
University has an extensive study
abroad program which a large
chunk of the student population
participates in and an even higher
percentage expresses interest in.

This new feature in the
Variety section of The Lawrentian
will serve as a space for students who are currently studying
abroad or have done so in the
past to share their experiences.
Similar accounts have appeared
in The Lawrentian on a sporadic
basis, however, this is a systematic
attempt to portray these narratives or opinions in a more structured manner.
Each week, a different coun-

try will be represented through
the personal accounts sent in by
students. From India to Jordan
and from the United Kingdom to
Spain, we will attempt to cover a
diverse array of student experiences to provide our readers with
a flavor of said experiences.
If you would like to contribute or have any suggestions or
questions, please feel free to contact The Lawrentian at lawrentian@lawrence.edu.

QUESTION
MARK
What advice would you give to

incoming freshmen as they begin their
college career?

While first year
students are feeling
less and less “new” by
the day, there are two
pieces of advice I would
suggest. The first is one
I wish someone said
to me during my first
term. If you need help, ask for it.
Ask your peers, professors, advisor,

staff—anyone. We are here for you and
while we all have difficulty from time to
time, you do not have to do it alone at
Lawrence. The second piece of advice
is one that you will hear from me again
and again, and it comes from a former
colleague of mine: aim high and be bold.
Push yourself to the limits of your abilities and you will be surprised at what
you can accomplish.

Question Mark by contacting us at
lawrentian@lawrence.edu
Your questions will be kept anonymous.

U
lL

Po

Have you struggled with procrastination during your time at Lawrence?
Total Votes: 21

Dear Jittery Junior,
Trust me when I say we’ve
all been there before. Whether it’s
Buzzfeed articles teaching you 20
different things to do with mac ‘n
cheese or videos of cats playing
the piano, everyone has their own
Internet vices. The best way I’ve
found to combat useless procrastination is to plan out productive
breaks.
Lawrence life is crazy. It’s
busy. It’s crazy busy. Too often, we
get wrapped up in contests over
who is doing more and who has
the more hectic schedule. What
if we could change the culture
at Lawrence? What if instead of
competing to be the busiest student here, we made it our goal to
become the most balanced student?
Give yourself time to be you
and enjoy your life. If you let yourself take breaks and plan those
breaks to be activities that are still
fulfilling in some way, you will feel
more accomplished. The weather
is lovely right now and won’t be
for much longer, so start a pick-up
game of wiffle ball with friends.
Watch one, and only one, episode
of a favorite TV show on Netflix.

I procrastinate
occasionally.
14%

Power naps aren’t just for kindergarteners; go home and sleep
somewhere comfortable (napping
on the conservatory couches is
never as restful as you think it
will be, it’s worth the five-minute
walk back to your real bed). Go
on a walk and send Snapchats to
all your friends. Read a book that
isn’t required for class. Listen to
or play music, just for fun.
It’s unhealthy to never take
breaks. You need to give yourself
time to refocus and gather your
thoughts. Your work will be of a
higher quality if you come at it
with a rested mind. And while
surfing Tumblr for the latest
Sherlock fan theory is fun and
entertaining, it needs to come at
the right time. If your struggle is
with net surfing before bed, leave
your computer on your desk. That
GIF war you and your best friend
have will still be there in the
morning. Maybe you’re more like
me and the internet always seems
to be at its most interesting right
before you want to start writing
a paper. Try setting a timer. I’ll sit
down at my computer and give
myself 30 minutes to check my
notifications on Facebook and the
new releases at ModCloth before
I start writing my paper (onlinestopwatch.com is great for this,
especially if you set it on bomb
mode).
Procrastinating always leaves
me feeling empty and frustrated.
I didn’t get any work done, and I
didn’t do anything fun. My entire
break time was spent thinking
about what I wasn’t doing, rather
than what I was. If you give yourself breaks that are enjoyable, you
won’t feel like you’ve wasted your
time.

Send in your questions to
wagners@lawrence.edu and
have them answered by Sarah, a
double-degree student in her
fifth year at Lawrence.

www. l awr enti an
.c o m

I have barely ever/never
procrastinated at Lawrence.
14%

I procrastinate all the time.
43%
I frequently procrastinate.
29%

SPORTS
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Football program begins rebuilding process, looks to future
This year, the team brought
in 15 freshmen (eight on offense,
seven on defense) in the attempt
to bolster last year’s thin roster.
Cultivating this talent is the top
priority for this team, and so far,
so good.
“The new guys on the team
have picked up and executed
the defense well,” said Brandon
Taylor, senior linebacker and team
co-captain. “I remember when I
was a freshman, and I wish that
I could have picked up things at
the pace of the current freshman
we have.”
The young unit settled down
and stuck to their assignments in
the season opener at Rockford,
and shut out Maranatha Baptist
University on Sept 13. “The
defense is paying attention to the
little things and being coachable,”
added Chris Harris, interim head
coach.
Discipline is always a work in
progress for a young defense, but
earning the praise of captains and
coaches is a solid steppingstone
for the group.
Offensively, the Vikings are

experimenting at the quarterback
position. Freshman Chance Byrd
and sophomore Tanner Schuh are
in a platoon system, having split
snaps almost up the middle thus
far.
Coach Harris refers to
both as “talented” players, who
are “improving each practice.”
Practices have been at a faster
pace under Harris, which has
helped both players adjust to
game speed much quicker.
“Coach Harris does not like
to talk about doing something, he
just wants to see it done fast, correctly, and with maximum effort,”
commented Taylor. Whether
Harris remains the coach after
this season, or returns to his
offensive coordinator duties, the
players have certainly benefited
from his practice style.
As mentioned earlier, the
Banta Bowl will be getting a
much-needed facelift this offseason. Szkodzinski expects the project to develop at a Chris Harris
practice speed.
“Our goal is to start construction as soon as this football season

is completed. That would allow
us enough time to have a newly
renovated stadium for both the
soccer and football seasons next
fall,” said Szkodzinski.
What is the best part of it all?
The Banta Bowl would celebrate
its 50th anniversary in sleek new
confines.
The five million dollar project, which includes a new playing
surface, press box and concessions, will have a positive impact
on future prospects. In its current
state, the Banta Bowl has likely
driven more recruits away from
Lawrence than it has attracted.
Renovations like this have
potential to change a culture, give
a stagnant team some life and
revitalize the students’ outlook on
Lawrence football.
Szkodzinski and the football
coaching staff will work tirelessly
to recruit and cultivate a successful product on the football field. It
will be something new, a welcome
change at Lawrence University.

six single matches overall to help
them earn the victory.
In doubles play, the pair of
Tess Vogel and Melissa Heeren led
the way for the Vikings. They were
able to pick up Lawrence’s only
victory in doubles, winning 9-8
against their opponent. Overall, St.
Norbert continued their winning
streak and walked away with a 7-2
victory over the Vikings. This left
the Vikings with a record of 3-2
for Midwest Conference play.
The next opponent for the
Vikings that day was UW-Oshkosh.
Though this would be a non-conference match up, the Vikings still
had hopes of walking away with a
victory. The Titans came ready to
play however. Oshkosh had a clean
sweep in singles play, defeating all
six Lawrence players that day.
Doubles competition went a
bit better for the Vikes, thanks
to the dynamo pair of Vogel and
Heeren again. They gave Lawrence
their only win against Oshkosh
that day, defeating Hannah
Bostwick and Maggie Bolton
with a score of 8-6. Senior singles
player Allison Juda commented,
“Despite the loss, we fought really
hard, especially the third doubles
[Vogel and Heeren], who played

exceptionally well against both
[St.] Norbert and Oshkosh”.
The Titans went on to defeat
the Vikings 8-1 Saturday, leaving
Lawrence to head home 0-2. Next
up for the Vikings will be another

busy weekend as they play two
conference matches. Lawrence
will host Cornell College on
Saturday, October 4, at 9:00 a.m.,
followed by Grinnell College on
October 5 at 10:00 a.m.

Devin Ditto

that this was the place for me.

____________________________________

How old were you when you
started playing soccer? What
sparked that initial interest?
I started playing when I was
around five simply because soccer
ran in my family. I joined the city’s
recreational team and played there
until freshman year, when I ended
up making my high school’s varsity
team.

tive, but the transition was made
smoother with consistent support
from the team.

Reid Trier
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
football team has long been in
need of something new — something to generate excitement for
students and players alike. The
performance on the field has
remained stagnant for much of
the last decade, leading many to
question their future.
It appears we may finally
have some answers, as an upgraded Banta Bowl, larger recruiting
classes and possible personnel
changes are on the horizon. As
Athletic Director Mike Szkodzinski
assures, there is reason for LU
football faithful to be optimistic.
“Each year we look to bring
in 25 or more student-athletes
for the football program with
the hopes of reaching a roster
at, or above 70 players,” said
Szkodzinski. “This has been a
challenge in recent years, but a
challenge we are working on diligently.”

Women’s tennis loses momentum, ends weekend 0-2
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

______________________

Saturday, September 27, was
a busy day for the women’s tennis
team as they traveled to Green
Bay, WI to take on St. Norbert
College in a conference match
up, followed by a non-conference
game against UW-Oshkosh.
They knew their first match
up would be a tough one, since St.
Norbert has remained unbeaten
in Midwest Conference play. St.
Norberts looked to continue their
winning streak against Vikings at
the Western Racquet Club.
Senior and team captain
Hannah Geoffrey played against
Elizabeth Manlick of St. Norbert
in close singles competition.
Despite her best efforts, Geoffrey
was unable to stop Manlick and
lost the two sets 6-3 and 6-4.
Katie Frankel, a sophomore from
Deerfield Illinois, played an outstanding match against the tough
competitor Nancy Chybowski.
Frankel walked away with two
winning sets, scoring 7-6 in both.
The Green Knights won five of

Maya Gonzalez

For The Lawrentian

Freshman spotlight is a
weekly conversation with one of
this year’s new varsity recruits.
This week, I sate down with Maya
Gonzales, from the women’s soccer team.

Where are you from? What
drew you to Lawrence?
I am from Racine, Wisconsin,
which is two hours south of
Appleton. I had never heard of
Lawrence until my best friend told
me that she applied, so I looked
into it and decided to apply as well.
When I visited, I fell in love; I knew

STANDINGS
WOMEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
St. Norbert
Cornell
Lake Forest
Grinnell
Lawrence
Illinois Col.
Carroll
Beloit
Monmouth
Knox
Ripon

OVR
8-1
10-2
7-2
4-3
5-5
3-4
4-7
2-7
2-8
1-8
0-9

MWC
4-0
4-0
4-1
3-1
3-2
1-3
1-3
1-3
1-3
1-3
0-4

MEN’S SOCCER
TEAM
St. Norbert
Knox
Illinois Col.
Carroll
Lake Forest
Beloit
Monmouth
Lawrence
Grinnell
Cornell
Ripon

OVR
7-0
7-2
5-3-1
4-5-1
2-6-1
2-6
3-7
1-6-2
4-3-2
2-7-1
2-8-1

MWC
1-0
2-0
1-0
2-0
1-0-1
2-1
1-1
1-1-1
0-2
0-2
0-4

VOLLEYBALL
TEAM
Lake Forest
Illinois Col.
Lawrence
Carroll
Cornell
Ripon
St. Norbert
Monmouth
Grinnell
Knox
Beloit

OVR
8-10
4-9
5-12
5-14
9-6
10-7
6-12
6-13
5-12
2-18
1-14

MWC
1-0
1-0
1-0
1-1
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-2

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and are current as of
Oct. 1, 2014.

Sophomore Elana Lambert serves to her opponent in a home match.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilkie

Freshman Spotlight

How has the transition been
going from playing high school
soccer to playing in college?
College soccer definitely
involves a much higher level of
intensity and commitment. It’s
more serious and more competi-

You were in a boot recently,
what happened? How have you
handled that?
I hurt my ankle in July, and
because we still have not been able
to figure out what exactly the injury is, it refuses to heal. Dealing with
this is very frustrating because
even after numerous doctor visits
and almost two months of rehab, I
still have not been able to play.
Alright, can you tell me about
your favorite soccer memory so
far this season?
My favorite memories consist

of the bonding I have been able
to do with the girls, namely Sarah
Zaccarine and Greta Fritz during
our numerous rehab and ice-bucket sessions together.
What do you hope to bring to
the team this year?
Mainly what I want to bring
to the team is help and support.
Whether it is on or off the field, I
will always have my team’s back
What is a fun fact about yourself?
I have loved roller derby since
about third grade, and I plan on
joining a team as soon as I am
able to.

BY THE
NUMB3RS

4-0

Melissa Heeren/
Tess Vogel doubles
record for women’s
tennis this year
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Cross country gains traction Lady Vikings lose to Foresters in tight match
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence University
men’s and women’s cross country
teams traveled to the University
of Minnesota this past weekend to compete at the Roy Griak
Invitational. The women took
eighth place out of 20 teams while
the men’s team took tenth out of
17 teams.
The women’s team was paced
by a young group and none of their
seven runners were seniors. The
team was led in the 6000-meter
race by sophomore Cora Williams,
who placed 37th overall with a
time of 24:59.0. She was followed
by freshman Erin Schrobilgen and
junior Clare Bruning who finished
back-to-back in 41st and 42nd.
Other notable finishes included
freshman Hannah Kinzer finishing
in 55th place and sophomore Amy
Hutchings finishing in 64th place.
The men also sported a
young team that did not include
any seniors. The top performer
for the men’s team was junior
Jonah Laursen who finished 42nd
overall by finishing the 8000meter course in 28:56.0. Next
for the men was sophomore Max
Edwards as he finished in 50th
place.
Other noteworthy finishes
were by senior Kyle Dockery who
took 63rd, junior Cam Davies as
he took 69th and junior Chris
Fuelling as he rounded out the
scoring and finished 71st. The
men’s and women’s team from

UW-La Crosse both finished in
first and claimed the titles at the
Invitational.
“At Griak we confronted
unusually warm weather which
added more difficulty to the
already hilly course,” said Cora
Williams, “I believe our team
learned a lot from the race and
we are all very excited to race
at the very flat and quick course
we will race on at the Gene Davis
Invitational this weekend.”
The Vikings compete at home
for the first time this weekend
for the first of two home meets.
The Gene Davis Invitational will
be held at the Reid Municipal Golf
Course here in Appleton. The second meet at home is the highly
anticipated Midwest Conference
(MWC) Championship and that
will be on the same course.
The Vikings look to take
advantage of racing at their home
course. “We will enjoy having
more spectators than at our road
meets,” added sophomore Max
Edwards. “We will also be running
several workouts on the course to
get a feel for the terrain and the
nuances of it.”
As the Vikings head into
the second half of the season,
it is clear that they have their
sights set on performing well
at the MWC Championships on
November 1. “We have a lot of firepower, so staying healthy will be
very important as the Conference
Championships near,” commented
Edwards.
The Gene Davis Invitational
will take place this Saturday,
October 4, and will begin at 10am.

This week in sports...

Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

On Saturday, Sept. 27, the
Lawrence University women’s
soccer team (2-5-1, 0-1-1 MWC)
made the trip to Illinois to face
undefeated Lake Forest College
(11-0, 3-0 MWC) in a high-intensity conference competition.
Ranked 20th in the nation
and 1st in the Midwest Conference
(MWC), the Foresters proved
stimulating opponents for the
Lawrence women. Despite falling
2-1, the Vikings successfully held
their own for most of the game,
proving their ability and drive to
compete at this high level.
Lake Forest hit the field

Junior Perrin Tourangeau sends a crossing pass to a teammate .
Photo courtesy of Blizzard Graphics

—Frank Alexander, defensive end for the Carolina Panthers, will
serve a 10-game ban after becoming the most recent NFL player
to violate the league’s substance abuse policy.
—As the MLB post-season began, fans witnessed the final home
games of Yankees great Derek Jeter, Oakland slugger Adam Dunn
and White Sox captain Paul Konerko.

—Danny Welbeck registered the first hat-trick of his career
and led Arsenal to victory in a Champion’s Leage match against
Galatasaray.

—Olympic gold medalist and American hero Michael Phelps was
arrested on charges of a DUI. According to sources, Phelps was
pulled over for speeding before blowing a .14 on a breathalizer
test.
—New York Giants tight end Larry Donnell logged seven catches, 54 yards and an astonishing three touchdowns against the
Washington Redskins. Unfortunately for Donnell, he benched himself in fantasy football and lost the online match.

—An unidentified man is expected to plead guilty to charges of
fraud in a multi-million dollar investment scam that involved three
Miami Heat players.
—Drag racing’s Courtney Force became the first woman to win
back-to-back NHRA races. In the process, she gained her sixth and
seventh career victories, also a record among female racers.
—According to the 2014 USA Today Reader’s Choice contest,
Detroit was named the nation’s best sports city.

—The FCC voted unanimously to eliminate an out-of date rule prohibiting pay-TV providers from airing some home sports games if
tickets to those games do not sell out.

LET’S GO VIKINGS!

running and fired several close
attempts at the Lawrence goal
early in the first half. Senior Dani
Glass defended the goal well,
making many impressive saves.
Unfortunately Lake Forest managed to get around Glass about
28 minutes in, leaving the score
at 1-0 in the Foresters’ favor at
the half.
The Vikings rallied and retaliated in the second half, determined to put up a fight. Senior
Keli Muchowski sent a Lawrence
goal into the net just under four
minutes into the half off assists
by juniors Lucy Brown and Genna
Matt.
The Foresters tried to swing
the momentum back their way,
but the Lawrence defense worked
hard to fend off the relentless

attacks on the goal. The opponents lost a bit of their composure, perhaps feeling uneasy with
this unexpected threat to their
early undefeated record.
“We did possess the ball
more than they thought we were
capable of. We’ve been working on
our possession,” said sophomore
Casey Merkle. “When they started
having trouble they were getting
really frustrated. That was satisfying to see.”
Despite the Vikings’ aggressive play, however, Lake Forest
slipped one more goal in the last
four minutes, pulling ahead just
close enough to the buzzer to prevent Lawrence from striking back.
The dynamic game ended with a
final score of 2-1 in Lake Forest’s
favor.
“We worked hard and we
deserved the win,” said Merkle,
“so it was kind of hard to accept
that loss. But I think as a whole
the team did really well against a
top-ranked team. Looking at our
rank coming into the season, they
were not expecting us to be that
challenging.
If we had won this game we
would have been very intimidating to other teams the rest of the
season. Lake Forest is really intimidating. So is St. Norbert, who we
play at home in a few weeks. We’re
looking forward to that.”
As the Foresters move on to
a series of home games against
Grinnell College (6-4, 3-0 MWC)
and Cornell College (6-3-1, 2-1
MWC) this weekend, Lawrence
has their own home turf to defend.
On Saturday, Oct. 4, the
Vikings will host Illinois College
(6-3, 0-1 MWC) at 1:30 pm. The
next afternoon, Oct. 5, the Lady
Vikes will return to Whiting Field
West to take on Knox College (3-6,
0-2 MWC), again at 1:30 pm.

Weekend Event
Lawrence

Volleyball

Knox

Conference Game

@

Where: Alexander Gymnasium
When: Friday, Oct 3
7:00 p.m.

CABARET 2015
Lawrence International invites and welcomes all members of the
Lawrence community to apply for participation in the 39th edition
of Cabaret.
Cabaret is an annual event comprising performances and fashion
shows from across the globe. The upcoming performance will be
held on April 11 - 12, 2015 in Stansbury Theatre.
In order to learn more, please attend our information session:
Thursday October 9, 2014
6:30 p.m.
Warch Campus Center Cinema
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Number of new clubs on campus continues to grow
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

______________________________

Keeping track of all the student organizations on campus can be one of the most
daunting challenges that students face,
proven by the loud chaos of the Activities
Fair each year. Knowing each club on campus and its function within the Lawrence
community is knowledge that takes time
to accumulate, especially with the number of new clubs added each year. A few
of these new clubs that may currently be
flying under the radar are the Lawrence
Cycling Club, Environmental Education
Organization, Bird and Nature Club, and
Alexander Hamilton Club.

The Lawrence Cycling Club, or Bike
Club, run by Emily Wendorff and Katie
Rozek, is an all-encompassing club that
caters to all interests and skill levels. The
club, started last spring, has been trying to
get people out on the road by having different riding options in terms of duration and

difficulty. “There’s a lot of things to think
about in cycling. Some people are commuters, some are racers, some people just
appreciate watching it—but we’re trying
to work with everything from implementing more bike infrastructure in Appleton
to planning short and long rides,” Wendorff
said.
The club is flexible and wants to find
out about everyone’s interests and what
members want to get out of the club. Email
Wendorff or Rozek to get involved, or attend
the meetings at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays in
the living room of Greenfire (the yellow
house on the corner of Alton and Meade).
P.S. You don’t even need to currently own a
bike on campus to get involved!

The Bird and Nature Club, run by
Patrick Palines, Ari Rice, and Zechariah
Meunier, employs a more hands-on
approach to the appreciation of nature
and the environment. The club takes trips
throughout the year that, described by
Palines, “mainly focus on birding,” or identifying different species of birds, but also
take the time to “observe and admire the

various mammals, reptiles, insects, and
plants we see as well, along with the wonderful scenery overall. It’s a great way to
just get outside, off-campus, and some exercise for a few hours.”
In addition to these fairly regular, local
field trips, the club also hopes to take a few
trips to more distant locations in order to
observe some of Wisconsin’s rarer birds.
“We are also co-leading a trip with ORC to
Wyalusing State Park on the junction of the
Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers, which is
a hotspot for bird migration,” Palines said.
To learn more about getting involved in
these trips, attend the weekly meetings on
Wednesdays at 8 p.m. in Steitz 102. Email
Palines, Rice, or Meunier if you need access
to Steitz and would like to join this club.

The Environmental Education
Organization, run by Zechariah Meunier,
actually isn’t a new club per se—it’s just
gone through a name and mission statement change. Formerly the Ecology and
Conservation Organization, a sort of hybrid
between Greenfire and the Bird and Nature
Club, EEO has narrowed its focus to envi-

ronmental education in order to accomplish more and boost involvement. One
thing Meunier hopes to do this year is bring
in a few guest speakers. “I had an internship with the DNR two summers ago, and
through that I worked under a landowner
specialist. She would go to landowners
who had endangered species on their property and try to convince them to conserve
them—but as landowners, they own the
plants that were living there. They don’t
own the animals, but they own the plants—
that’s an interesting dichotomy in the law.
So I hope to bring her in, as well as other
speakers that can communicate similar ideals of conservation to our club.”
In addition to bringing in people to
educate the club, Meunier would like the
club to educate others. “I’d like to set up
a partnership with elementary schools in
the area, to do volunteering once a term to
teach the kids about something in nature
we care about,” he said. There are opportunities for educating others on campus, as
well. Meunier hopes to put in a green roof
on the new Hurvis Center, which would be

See page 11

Lawrence professors talk challenges of authorship
Rachel Taber

For The Lawrentian

_____________________________

Few can imagine the stress that
goes into writing and publishing a book.
However, for years Lawrence professors
have been publishing books to further the
knowledge of students and colleagues, as
well as the general public.
Kenneth Bozeman, the Frank C.
Shattuck professor of music, published
a year ago, “Practical Vocal Acoustics:
Pedagogic Applications for Teachers and
Singers.” “Voice science has taken off in the
last hundred years, particularly acoustics
in the last fifty, and most voice teachers are
a little bit afraid of it,” Bozeman explained.
“But there’s a growing section that are realizing this could really be helpful, and so my
text is attempting to make it accessible to

Kenneth Bozeman

World Music

continued from page 8
The final member of the CGS to take
the stage was Silvia Perrone, their dancer.
She joined them after the first piece in a
white costume with a flowing skirt that
twirled as she expertly spun around the
stage. Her steps showcased a traditional
style of Italian dance and a smile never left
her bright face. She was effortlessly poised,
even after several dances.
For the end of the set, she changed into
a red version of her previous costume—this
change in ensemble mirrored a change in
performance style. The pieces soon picked
up in speed and CGS’s vibe reached even
higher levels of vigor and joy.
When I told senior Greyson Stuzcko
that I would cover this concert for The
Lawrentian, he expressed his appreciation

the non-science oriented voice teacher as
sort of a translator.”
Since publication, Bozeman’s book has
sold about 850 copies with the help of positive book reviews and his own marketing
tactics, but there was stress throughout
the process. “The main challenge is making
sure they are available for the people that
wanted them. It’s being used in four or five
classes that I’m aware of, and I’m probably
not aware of all the ones using it. It’s crucial
that it be available that students can buy it
or teachers won’t use it.”
It took Bozeman under a year to finish his book and he finds being an author
fun. “I think we like to feel like we’ve made
some contribution of value and a book sort
of uniquely encapsulates that.”
Karen Leigh-Post, an associate professor of music, just finished her manuscript
called “Mind-Body Awareness for Singers:
Unleashing Optimal Performance.” “LeighPost demystifies the mind-body link by

Marcia Bjørnerud

for the performance and all of the magnificent little details that made up its whole. In
fact, he told me that I should “just write
about the tambourine solo.”
Indeed, even Durante’s one-man performance on tambourine provided enough
(perhaps more than enough) material to
make up an entire article. I, for one, did not
know the tambourine could provide such a
wealth of sounds.
If you closed your eyes, it sounded
like multiple instruments at once, and they
all blended beautifully: the jingling of the
bells joined forces with the percussive pats
against the drumhead. Each touch on the
tamburello surprised listeners with its rich
reverberation.
CGS’s vivacity brought the audience
members to their feet—true, they requested that we all stand up, clap and dance a
little bit, but we were already grooving in
our seats without their explicit encourage-

presenting clearly and understandably the
science of how the conscious mind integrates with the unconscious neural processes to produce the expressive and artistic endeavor we know as singing,” reviewer
Constance Chance examined. It took LeighPost approximately six years of research
and four years of writing before she finished the book. “To say that it was difficult
would be a considerable understatement.”
Leigh-Post said in response to finishing her
manuscript. “However, I do feel a rewarding
sense of satisfaction.”
Geology and Walter Schober professor of environmental studies Marcia
Bjørnerud wrote “Reading the Rocks: The
Autobiography of the Earth” in 2006. “The
intent with my book was to demystify earth
science and geology. I think there are a
lot of people who are really curious about
Earth, its history and how the Earth works
so I wanted to make that more accessible,
and get beyond the names of rocks and sort

of tell the story of the Earth,” Bjørnerud
said. “It’s really heartening to me when
people write to me out of the blue and say
‘this book really transformed the way I look
at nature.’ That makes me feel good.”
Bjørnerud found the process of writing her book healing. “When I really sat
down to write it was like unpacking it,”
stated Bjørnerud “But mostly it was a joyful
process and it was also as a scientist kind
of liberating.” As a scientist, it is difficult to
be free with language, so this was a different kind of work than she had done before.
“There’s no room for metaphor in science.
In writing the book I could sort of flex my
liberal arts muscles a little bit more and
write more discursively and metaphorically. Literature is supposed to be elastic,”
concluded Bjørnerud. “I wanted to convey
good science but I also wanted to capture
the imaginations of people who wouldn’t
call themselves scientists.”

Karen Leigh-Post			

ment. The voices in the band seemed to
come from another time; it was like listening to an ancient sound through modern
microphones.
Between songs, Durante described the
group’s intentions behind providing a living, breathing and modern experience of
Italian tradition. “This tradition of music
and dance should not be stuck in a museum,” he said. “This music is timeless, universal, but we write our own lyrics.”
This group has managed to revitalize
the traditional folk music of pizzica tarantata, a ritualized, frenzied dance that is said
to reverse the effects of a tarantula bite,
and use it to bring audiences into the past.
By combining unmatched musicianship
and a capacity to transcend generations
and geography, CGS has educated listeners worldwide by blending modern performances with their traditional Italian roots.
CGS received hearty standing ovations

Photos by Lizzy Weekes

and even got the audience to sing along—in
Salentino no less!—to the chorus of one of
their songs. They were invested in reaching every single audience member on a
personal level and they did so with true
joy. Dressed very simply, mostly in black,
this acclaimed group was not interested in
flashy props or listing their accolades. Their
music spoke for itself.
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentinto’s virtuosity and desire to cultivate longstanding
musical traditions are inspiring, to say the
least. Lawrence is fortunate to have hosted such a unique and talented ensemble.
Smiles were abundant as audience members left the performance.
The next concert in the World Music
Series is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 14,
2015 at 8 p.m. in the Stansbury Theater and
will feature Dobet Gnahoré, a singer from
the Ivory Coast.

FEATURES

3 October 2014

7

THE LAWRENTIAN

Secret Lives of Lawrence’s new professors: part one
Ollin Garcia Pliego
For The Lawrentian

______________________________

During the summer of 2014,
Lawrence University hired new faculty members in order to expand
some academic departments. While
Assistant Professor of Anthropology
Lavanya M. Proctor is returning
to campus after a two-year period of absence, Assistant Professor
of Economics Jonathan Lhost, the
Director of Film Studies and Jill Beck
Director of Film Studies Amy Ongiri
and Assistant Professor of English
Melissa Range are completely new
in school.

Assistant Professor of English: Melissa Range
Professor Range was born in Elizabethon, Tenn. yet she has not lived there for 20
years. Her favorite thing about her birthplace is the Appalachian Mountains. “You get
used to having mountains around even when you move to a flatter place like [Appleton],”
Range said.
As for her love of animals, Range does not have any pets but she owns a stuffed animal in her office: “I do have a stuffed chicken for my door stop. Anyone can come visit me
and see the stuffed chicken at any time here in my office,” she said.
As an English professor, Range finds it hard to choose a favorite writer and a favorite
book, although she has it clear about her favorite poets, which are Emily Dickinson and
Gerard Manley Hopkins.
Range tells us about her undergraduate experience at the University of Tennessee,
which according to her was: “exciting … because there were so many people to meet.”
Moreover, she remembers it to be really entertaining: “It was just like every term you just
met new people and I really liked that… I did think it was fun to each term meet a bunch
of new people to hang out with.”

Photo by Emily Teerink

Assistant Professor of Economics: Jonathan Lhost
Born in Milwaukee, Lhost first moved to Appleton at the very end of June. Part of the reason why he
likes Lawrence is because of its closeness to the Fox River, which makes him think of home, Lake Michigan.
“I really like being near bodies of water, which is something that I like about Lawrence. Being here on the
river is a great feature of campus,” Lhost said.
Although the Lawrence Vikings’ official color is blue, Lhost admits that his favorite one is “deep royal
purple.”
Lhost’s love for economics and technology puts him in an easy spot if he has to choose between Apple
and Windows products: “I’m definitely a PC person…I like to be able to play around with it myself and you
can do that a lot more with PCs.” Consequently, Lhost considers that Bill Gates is a better entrepreneur
than Steve Jobs.
Going back to Lhost’s college days as an undergraduate student, he misses being surrounded by
smart and intellectual people, both students and professors, who were passionate about something.
“That’s a big reason why I wanted to return to a residential liberal arts college environment,” Lhost said.

Photo by Lizzy Weekes

Associate Professor of Film Studies: Amy Ongiri
Originally from Bethlehem, Pa., Ongiri first arrived to
campus in July to become the first director of Lawrence
University’s Film Studies interdisciniplinary area. “We are
moving towards creating a minor and then a major,” she
said. Although currently students can self-design their Film
Studies major, Ongiri thinks that in a couple of years it will
be a part of Lawrence’s academic offers to new incoming
students.
Ongiri shares her love for the local foods in her
hometown, which she describes as “a weird mix… about
35% Puerto Rican and [the food] has a long heritage as
Pennsylvanian Dutch, which are actually German people.”
Moreover, she calls upon everybody to visit her favorite
restaurant called “Stahley” when visiting Bethlehem.
As the new Director of Film Studies, Ongiri has a hard
time finding her favorite color since she thinks there is
something beautiful about the entire color scheme, “I like
the way colors work together to create a visual impression,
so I couldn’t isolate a favorite color,” Ongiri said. Ongiri is
the owner of two pets, a cat, named “Miss Priscilla Cat” and
a tortoise, named “Tortie Taco.”
Ongiri seems very thoughtful when trying to choose
her favorite movie because “that’s a hard question for
people who love film as I do because it’s like a parent asking to pick their favorite child,” she explained. “If I could
only watch one movie it would be a martial arts one from
Thailand called ‘Beautiful Boxer,’” she pointed out.
As an undergraduate student, Ongiri really liked the
comradery developed with other students and the “feeling
of learning together.”

Photo by Lizzy Weekes

Photo by Lizzy Weekes

Assistant Professor of Anthropology: Lavanya Proctor
Proctor was born in New Delhi, India and first arrived to Lawrence in the summer of 2010 as to fill a
one-year replacement position for Assistant Professor of Anthropology Carla Daughtry. As an international
anthropologist in the U.S., Proctor tells us what she loves the most about her hometown:
“The markets…you don’t see markets like that in the U.S…Everything is colorful out there and is in
the streets. There’s a lot of interaction. I miss the local markets because you get things that you don’t see
anywhere else.”
She likes to buy plastics and is fascinated with the market’s colorfulness. Inquiring about what her
favorite color is, Proctor said: “I like bright colors. I don’t know that I have a favorite color… More like
Indian bright colors: red, orange, green, those kinds of things.”
Although a fan of Indian markets, she also loves animals: “I have a cat and also like dogs … [I’m] not a
fan of rodents,” Proctor explained.
As an anthropologist, Proctor shares her fascination with the Indus Valley Civilization, “It’s something
I grew up reading about and it’s part of our [Indian] history … something we learned in school,” she said.
Proctor obtained her B.A. in Sociology, which in her country is a lot like social anthropology in the U.S.
She misses learning about human social life, a pursuit she enjoyed while getting her undergraduate degree.

New section of GLOW geared towards asexual students
Regan Martin
Staff Writer

______________________________

Sexual orientation can be one of the
most confusing parts of an individual’s
identity. Both privately and in the public
eye, sexuality is debated and deconstructed,
making it difficult for a person to figure out
how they identify. This is where groups like
GLOW can step in to provide students with
support and information. The network of
resources has gotten even larger on the
Lawrence campus with the addition of Ace,
an associate of GLOW, which is a group
aimed towards asexual students.
Headed by sophomore Otter Pinske,
Ace has been active on the Lawrence campus for about a year. Asexuality, often shortened to Ace when referring to an individual, is difficult to define. Pinske explained,
“Everyone I’ve talked to basically has their

own definition… Basically Ace is when you
don’t hold a sexual attraction to either gender. [Some people] have a high sex drive but
it’s not geared towards any one person, and
some people don’t have a sex drive at all
and are Ace, so it can go either way.”
But there’s a misconception inherent in this definition that Pinske is quick
to dispel. “It doesn’t mean that you can’t
feel love…you can love somebody, you just
won’t have a need to initiate anything sexual. There isn’t a feeling of loss or anything
like that, it feels as concrete as any other
orientation, “ said Pinske.
But the wider public still has trouble
seeing the legitimacy of asexuality. “Just as
of a few years ago I watched this newscast
about whether or not asexuality is real,”
Pinske said. “But if they did something like
that about homosexuality, they would get
[so much backlash], so that just goes to
show how little people think of [asexuality]
today. This community is super new, and

that’s a huge point of Ace syndicates, not
only to spread information but to give that
historical context and also [to be] political…
it’s really hard to get people to try to listen
to what this is.”
Getting people to listen is one of
the main goals of the Ace syndicate at
Lawrence. Although it’s technically been
running for over a year, Pinkse explained,
“It started out as the first few kids that had
come out as Ace on campus getting together
and hanging out, then they realized that
they could open it up to the public and
make it even better.” The group has now
become more active, holding meetings individually and with GLOW. Pinske stressed
that Ace’s purpose is to provide “support
and information.”
“We’d like to bring in some speakers,
we don’t really know yet, we’ll probably
have a cake party because the official symbol of Ace is cake. There’s also a documentary we could [screen] called A Sexual. It’s

not even the best documentary but it’s
something we can look at, at least for a reference point,” said Pinske.
While the club has many ideas for the
coming year, the structure and schedule of
meetings is still being figured out. “I get the
feeling it will change day to day, sometimes
it might need to be more of a support group
than others, other times we can look at
things online…it’s definitely a new club,
and if anyone is interested they can get
involved. It’s pretty flexible,” said Pinske.
Pinske encouraged anyone who thinks
they might identify as asexual, or who have
any question, to get involved. “I feel like
more people would feel comfortable talking
about it or coming out as one if they just
feel that other people are there.” Student’s
who wish to be on the mailing list can contact Pinske via email (julianna.j.pinske@
lawrence.edu), or go to Asexuality.org to get
more information.
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MUSIC AT LAWRENCE
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino sets standard for World Music Series
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

__________________________

At 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
Sept. 24, Lawrence University
welcomed the internationally renowned music group
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino to
the stage as the first performers in
this year’s series of World Music
concerts, which showcase performers from around the globe.
Stansbury Theater was surprisingly full, especially for a
school night, and audience members were whispering reverently
about this group, which visited
several musicology classes earlier
that day and had already left quite
an impression.

Originally formed in 1975,
Canzoniere Grecanico Salentino
(CGS) is regarded as Italy’s foremost traditional music ensemble.
The members hail from Salento—
the heel of the Italian boot—and
speak and sing in Salentino, a
distinctive Italian dialect that is
spoken by few. Some of CGS’s current members’ parents were in
the group before they were. For all
of them, the performance is more
than a job: it is music that flows in
their veins.
The stage was covered with
microphones and monitors. One
by one, the six musicians and the
classical dancer of this group came
to the stage. The first to appear
was Massimiliano Morabito, who
played diatonic accordion and

established a rock-solid foundation for the rest of the group. His
expression was consistently calm,
with a peaceful smile on his lips,
and after him came Giancarlo
Paglialunga.
Paglialunga has a formidable
stage presence. He put all of his
energy into impeccable rhythm
on the tamburello—a large handheld drum that resembles a tambourine—and engaged his whole
body in the process. His furrowed
brow underscored his focus and
intensity. His expressions were
somehow both intimidatingly passionate and tender.
Next to come to the stage
was Mauro Durante, CGS’s front
man, equipped with a violin and
an energy that merged seamlessly

with Morabito’s tranquility and
Paglialunga’s razor-sharp focus.
The only member of the group
who speaks English fluently, he
introduced the group and the
pieces they performed.
After him came Emanuele
Licci, who played bouzuki—a
Mediterranean instrument that
resembles a mandolin—and classical guitar.
Licci would look into the
audience and take in the crowd
with what looked like great cheer.
He looked incredibly comfortable,
but his fingers rarely stopped
moving and he often gazed back
at his fellow band members, constantly in sync with their seemingly infinite drive.
Next came Giulio Bianco, who

played harmonica, zampogna—
Italian bagpipes—and recorder.
He had a mischievous look about
him and gave off the impression of
a kind of Italian confidence, which
translated into very high energy,
assertive playing. The final musician to take the stage was Maria
Mazzotta, their lead singer.
Mazzotta’s emotional engagement with the pieces was aweinspiring. One song in particular,
a ballad about serenading at a
lover’s window without response,
moved me immensely. At times, it
even looked like she was about to
cry. Her dynamic flourishes and
wide vocal range added a lot of
expressive texture to the music.

to play in Harper Hall. The trio
consists of Abhijit Pohankar on
keyboard, Ninad Mulaokar on
flute and Ojas Adhiya on table—a
drum-like instrument. Together,
they play classical Indian music
mixed with other genres and

styles. The hybrids they created
made for quite the interesting and
diverse concert.
The general concept of the
trio is that they each represent one
of the titular elements. Pohankar
represents space, being on an
electronic keyboard, Mulaokar
represents wind, the origin of his
sound and Adhiya represents fire,
for the sporadic and, to put it
simply, fiery nature of his playing.
The concept was easy to detect
throughout the concert, but hearing all elements come together as
one kept the ear engaged.
There were a few things that
really made this concert stand out
to me. The strong community the
band helped create, and the way
they felt about music and their
overall talent and interaction as a
band were just a couple examples.
The band’s community was
definite when particular pieces
were played, specifically wellknown tunes and Bollywood
themes with vocals. During these,

many audience members sang
along, some quietly and some
loudly. The sound filled the hall
and not only connected the audience to the band, but also audience
members to each other. Nearly
everyone was singing together as
a whole, and as something larger
than themselves.
It was clear that this is how
Space, Wind and Fire wanted their
music to be treated. Experiencing
music with others is important
because music is a language that
knows no barriers. It doesn’t matter what language you speak or
your background, you can still
enjoy music the same as anyone
else. Pohankar encouraged this
way of listening to and thinking
about music by talking about it in
between pieces.
Despite the other main things
I loved about this concert, what
struck me most was the sheer
talent they all had together. Their
music was almost completely
improvised, but that didn’t stop

them from finding a common
groove or even figuring out what
each other were playing and mimicking it. Interaction is extremely important in their two main
styles—Indian and jazz—and they
took that by the horns.
This concert really challenged my ears and introduced
me to some new ways of hearing music. I try to listen to a lot
of world music to keep my ears
open, but it’s a lot different to seeing it live. Despite that, it’s still
very important to experience it
live. Too many people nowadays
stick to one type of music, but fail
to realize how important it is to
branch out.
Readers, I beg of you, challenge your ears. Go to a concert
you might not normally go to.
Listen to some crazy stuff that’s a
polar opposite of what you listen
to now. It’ll be worth it and help
you keep an open ear—and mind.

band performed in numerous high
profile blues festivals across the
nation. Some acts that the group
has opened for include legendary

blues artists such as Robert Cray
and Buddy Guy.
In June of 2014, Birchwood
released the album “Don’t Call No

Ambulance” under the Alligator
Records label. President and

See page 6

Space, Wind and Fire: opening your ears to new music
Izzy Yellen

For The Lawrentian

________________________

Friday night, I relaxed while
listening to Space, Wind and Fire,
an instrumental trio that came

Space, Wind and Fire plays enthusiatically in front of an enthralled audience.
Photo by Abedin Rafique

Selwyn Birchwood preforms for Black Affinity Reunion
Marcus Campbell
For The Lawrentian

______________________

On Saturday, Sept. 27, I had
the opportunity to see a performance by blues artist Selwyn
Birchwood and his band at
Lawrence as part of the Black
Affinity Reunion. Birchwood is a
very accomplished blues guitarist, singer, and songwriter hailing
from Tampa, Fla.
As a young musician, his style
is quite unique, implementing elements from rhythm and blues
and rock. In his performances,
Birchwood plays electric guitar
and electric lap steel guitar. His
band consists of Regi Oliver on the
bass saxophone, Donald “Huff”
Wright on the bass guitar, and
Curtis Nutall on the drums.
I am not much of a blues
fan, and I expected to hear a classic blues performance with a harmonica and sad, soulful lyrics.
There was no harmonica though,
and while the singing was clearly
filled with strong emotion, there
was a tone of joy to Birchwood’s
music rather than the melancholy

chords I’ve come to expect from
the blues. While Birchwood’s
band clearly had its roots in blues
tradition, there were many elements of different music styles
mixed into the music.
There was no shortage of
soulful singing, and I almost felt
compelled to just close my eyes
and feel the music moving within
me. There were not many listeners present, but those who were
there seemed to be enjoying the
concert immensely, nodding their
heads and swinging to the music.
Birchwood’s career is still
quite young, with him being only
29 years old. However he has
already established a name for
himself. He was barely out of high
school with a couple of singles
already released when he was
invited to go on tour with Sonny
Rhodes, another well known
blues artist whom Birchwood
identifies as a mentor. In 2010,
Birchwood formed his own group,
The Selwyn Birchwood Band. In
2012, the band performed in the
International Blues Challenge and
won it in 2013. After signing with
a booking agency, Birchwood’s

See page 11

Selwyn Birchwood preformed his own unique take on blues music this past Saturday.
Photo by Tatiyana Jenkins
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GRAYCIE
SPOTLIGHT GARDNER
THE

ARTIST

Lizzy Weekes

For The Lawrentian

_____________________

Music is the driving force
behind many lives, especially
here at Lawrence. “Music is my
life”-- an expression that could
be heard coming from a myriad
of students on campus. But, to
Graycie Gardner, music is much
more. She explains music as
being “the fundamental expression of the human soul.”
Gardner is a fifth year student working towards majors
in both vocal performance and
English. The art of music is nothing new to her. She has been
singing since the age of five and
spent time as part of a professional children’s choir. However,
her talents were never limited
to singing. She composes music,
writes novels(she writes novels?) and poetry, reads everything, and plays violin.
“All of those different facets
really strengthened my foundation as a student,” remarks
Gardner. This sentiment highlights her true regard for the
art. “Music is under-appreciated
especially in this society where
music programs are constantly
getting cut. Music should be the
last thing to go.”
Gardner wishes for a deeper appreciation and realization
of the art form she most readily
practices. Music builds strong
foundations children can carry

through life. With her musical
performances, Gardner strives
to take what she knows to fulfill
the true purpose of music. She
believes in “taking the music
beyond the page and finding a
common human emotion. Music
is about creating a bond.”
The universality of music is
something that demands to be
recognized. Music “needs to be
uplifted, because people don’t
even realize how big a part of
their lives it is. Music is the
common denominator in every
equation in life,” Gardner said
passionately.
Despite its ubiquity, music
is sadly overlooked, a reality
Gardner wishes to change.
“A lot of the time, music is
dismissed. So many parents, so
many teachers say ‘Oh you’re
going into music? Singing? I
didn’t know you get a degree in
singing.’” She stresses the ignorance she encounters by many
outsiders to the musical realm.
Music also provides musicians with the ability to be team
players in orchestral and choral
settings.
“You have to think like
a team. It’s a harder skill to
acquire and an even more
important one to be able to
work in an ensemble where
every single person is valued,”
says Gardner, even though her
training may seem contrary to
this pro-team attitude.

Gardner is a classically
trained singer in the style of
opera, with inspirations including Mozart, Dvorak and Handel.
But Gardner wholeheartedly
believes in a strong foundation.
“Establishing a solid vocal
technique expands the possibilities rather than limits them,” she
explains. In this manner, she can
be both soloist and chorister, for
“a well-rounded musician is the
best kind of musician.”

Gardner plans on continuing her career in music after
Lawrence. She is auditioning
for graduate schools this fall in
order to get her masters degree
in vocal performance.
“I’m always striving to be
better. Singing the note well isn’t
good enough. I’m striving for
that next level of excellence,”
she comments. “You’ll never be
the best, but I think the notion
of being the best that you can

be is always going to keep you
going.”
Gardner is optimistic of her
future as she journeys on, even
if things do not work as planned.
“Music will always be a part
of my life; I just can’t see myself
doing anything else,” she says.
“If I don’t become a professional
singer, I’ll always be a singer.”

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

Wriston exhibits three diverse new galleries to public
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

It’s looking at me. The art is
looking at me. Well, not really. It
doesn’t have a face, but still. The...
what is the appropriate word?
Sculpture? Installment? It’s simple, yet strangely fascinating. It
starts out with three eyes and a
mouth at the very top, and then,
to mathematical scale, they get
larger and larger, until it looks like
its boring right into your soul.
Personally, I’m not sure
dressers were meant to have that
effect, or meant to be stacked on
top of each other period, but BA
Harrington’s “Chest on Chest”
exhibit, one of three galleries that

has opened in the Wriston Art
Center this weekend (as well as
the gallery itself opening for the
entire year), isn’t meant to do
what we think it’s “supposed” to.
Really, none of the three
exhibits that opened has much
interest in providing conventional pleasure or satisfaction.
Harrington’s exhibit, for instance,
is exactly what it says on the tin:
various dressers—specifically
from early America, New England
specifically—stacked on top of
each other. There’s the widening face I just described, and one
that resembles two giant desks
that reaches taller than a person’s
height, only for us to realize that
the piece is really the skeleton of
two giant dresses, or, even more

tantalizing, the frame of one enormous dresser, just waiting to built,
though one must wonder what the
purpose of such a giant piece of
furniture is.
The second exhibit that
awaits is Nathan Vernau’s “Scraps
& Debris” gallery, which I’m
not exactly sure is an accurate
description. For one thing, there’s
not really much debris present
in his work, though there’s a lot
of scraps. Construction paper cut
into a variety of shapes texturize his illustrations, which look
like a forgotten children’s book,
or a graphic novel made by an
Indian influenced art collective.
Strange words dot some of his
images, making sense individually, but within context make the

viewer feel confused, and slightly
frightened.
Of course, who cares about
any of that when the art looks
this good. Vernau’s use of color is,
quite simply, stunning, the kind
of richness that would transcend
even colorblindness, and often
looks like the coolest concert
poster ever made.
The third exhibition is, compared to the other two, remarkably plain. There are prints
and woodcuts from a variety of
sources, gorgeous and filled with
detail that you can get lost in.
There are patterns from Works
Progress Administration in the
Great Depression that look like
patterns you’d see in your home
today, and probably still are. Then,

there is the photo exhibition, It’s
prairie themed, dating from the
Great Depression and the Dust
Bowl era. So yes, it does contain
a picture of “Migrant Mother”—
freshmen, get ready for that in a
few weeks. At the same time, the
picture is re-contextualized and
explained, so even if you’re sick
of talking about that picture from
Freshman Studies, you can take
comfort in knowing that there’s
still a lot left to learn and ponder
about something that seems so
familiar. Which of course is the
whole point of exhibitions in the
first place.

Photos by Annie Ela
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Stereotyping student involvement
Lawrence University offers an extensive variety of opportunities for creating communities within
the student body. Through their academics, and especially through their extracurricular activities,
Lawrence students have highly unique experiences. This is a positive example of Lawrence’s culture,
the result of an emphasis on individualized experiences within a tight-knit, intellectual community.
With so many options for extracurricular experiences here, there is always the looming possibility
for labeling or stereotyping based on students’ interests. This is a dangerous mistake to make. A student here might simultaneously be a dancer in Massive Movement, a class rep on LUCC and an intern
at International House, while also being president of a sorority.
We pride ourselves on being an accepting, inclusive campus, and we also pride ourselves on our
ability to re-evaluate our social structures and organizations. Yet we label people and judge people
based on their involvements and their commitments.

Lawrentians are free to join clubs and organizations on campus at their own discretion. The decision is theirs, and theirs alone. From the outside, we as observers cannot evaluate their decisions and
pass judgment. Though there is a place for polite discourse about the effects of student organizations
on campus climate, harboring false judgments based on hearsay brings a tone to this university that
should never be encouraged.
Our campus cannot be a truly accepting and safe community until we put aside our prejudices in
favor of a more open perspective. Accepting that we cannot know everything about the people around
us, that we cannot understand someone’s situation based on superficial details about their life, is a
crucial conclusion that we must all come to.

Misrepresentation of Millennials on the web
Danny Davis
Managing Editor

________________________

I read an article on Politico
last week called “Stop Talking
‘Bout My Generation” that discussed trends amongst Generation
Y. According to some demographers, Generation Y is the group
of Americans born between 1982
and 2004. What makes our generation unique is that we grew up
during a period of astoundingly
rapid technological development
paired with a rapid rearrangement of the global order.
Millennials witnessed the fall
of the Soviet Union and its aftermath, the invention of the internet
and both Iraq Wars through the
eyes of young people. According
to the article, we are also generally tech-savvy, progressive and
highly attuned to issues of social
justice.
There is, correspondingly, an
entire world of journalism and
media targeted towards our generation, and one of the largest
brands of this millennial-targeted
media is a website called Elite
Daily, which has popped up in my
newsfeed consistently for the last
couple of years.
For a site that claims to be the
voice of Generation Y, Elite Daily’s
content is race- and income-exclusive, painfully vague and preachy.
Elite Daily epitomizes the failure
of demographers to accurately
describe a generation of individuals born 22 years apart. In this
opinion, I offer my critique of an
online newspaper that has failed
to speak to such a broad range of
individuals.
All writers need to consider their target audience. Elite
Daily claims to be the voice of
Generation Y. However, this is very

misleading. One thing visitors to
Elite Daily’s site will immediately
notice is that the thumbnails for
their articles feature almost exclusively white people.
We’ve grown up in a society that is much more attuned to
issues of race than our parents or
our grandparents. It’s a little offputting when a site that claims to
be the voice of a generation spanning 22 years is race exclusive.
Some articles such as “Thirty
Places You Need to Travel to Before
You Turn Thirty” may be inherently interesting, but its message
really only applies to somebody
with the economic privilege to
travel. These types of articles, coupled with the race-exclusive visual
components of the website send
the message that the only people
part of Generation Y that matter
are well-to-do white people.
If Elite Daily claims to be
the voice of millennials, then
Elite Daily needs to reflect the
dimensions of diversity our age
demographic contains. One thing
demographers seem to be right
about is that social media has
helped influence young people’s
awareness of social issues in this
country. If Elite Daily and other
millennial-targeted media outlets
want to get through to their readers, their content should reflect
that type of awareness.
Another critique of Elite
Daily is that many of their articles
preach, but what they preach is
not rooted in reality, empirical
wisdom or the knowledge of older
generations. Articles like “Maybe
You’re The Problem: 8 Reasons
Why Love Isn’t Working Out For
You” are frustratingly vague.
In this example, the writer
goes through eight very broad categories of dating related issues.
The message the author sends
is that your love life is failing

because of these eight reasons
that seem to cover almost every
personality flaw known since the
dawn of time. It’s so vague it borders on tautology.
Another article titled “Why
We Should Actively Become the
Authors of Our Own Ambitions”
hardly informs the reader on what
the article might be about, except
that it features a photo of an
exceptionally beautiful Caucasian
woman riding an elephant.
The article ends with the
line, “Would you choose to begin
writing your own story today?”
Between the title and the final
line, there wasn’t really any concrete idea being conveyed, just
this poorly-navigated ether of
faux-intelligent philosophical
musing.
Elite Daily writers come up
with vague philosophies that supposedly speak to Generation Y, but
fall short of conveying a specific
message, other than that destiny
involves being white and having
the opportunity to ride an elephant.
Whether Elite Daily really is
all about poorly-written, somewhat racist philosophical musings
is not as important as the fact that
Elite Daily epitomizes the flaws in
trying to characterize Generation
Y with couple of simple, comprehensive labels.
Elite Daily touches on universal themes of being young:
fate, romance and entering adulthood. However, Elite Daily simply
cannot reach out to every person between the ages of 10 and
32. Like Politico’s demographer
that made a failed attempt to
come up with a credible, unifying description of Generation Y,
Elite Daily and other millennialtargeted media outlets fail to send
a focused and credible message to
their target audience.

Emma Watson at the UN:
HeForShe or HeForHe?
Margaret Johnson
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

A genuine and endearing attempt to start a conversation about the term “feminism”
by actress and UN Goodwill
Ambassador for Women Emma
Watson went viral last week.
Watson’s speech to the General
Assembly marked the start of
the HeForShe campaign which
calls on men to be advocates for
women and gender equality.
Watson gave a mainstream
definition of feminism and
acknowledged the negative connotation of feminism being associated with “man-hating.” This is
where Watson goes wrong. From
this moment on, her speech is no
longer about women. Her speech
is about men. It’s about appealing
to a male audience and catering
feminism to men, not explaining
the crushing weight of the patriarchal system and its debilitating
effect on women. It is no longer
about why a change is needed for
women.
She addresses men, saying she would like to “take this
opportunity to extend your formal invitation. Gender equality
is your issue, too,” implying that
men have been unwelcome to participate in advocating equal rights
for women.
Women have been trying to
bring the issue to the attention
of men for over a century and a
half. Given the unequal distribution of male political leaders who
have the means to actively change
the treatment of women, women
have sought out men to catalyze
change since the discussion first
began. The problem isn’t that men
haven’t been invited. The problem is that men have ignored their
invitation.
Women aren’t abused, raped
and objectified because men have
yet to be formally invited to care
about women. These problems
exist because the patriarchal system derives its power from the
disablement of women.
Why would a man choose to
promote the equality of women
if he can earn significantly more
money for doing the same work,
control a woman’s decision about
her body based on his personal
values or inflict harm on women
as a means of getting what he
wants? Watson doesn’t answer
this question; she doesn’t even
ask it. In order to eliminate male
privilege, that privilege first needs
to be acknowledged—not sympathized with.
Watson further concentrates
on the role of men in the problem
of gender inequality, inadvertently steering the focus away from
women: “I want men to take up
this mantle. So their daughters,
sisters and mothers can be free
from prejudice.”
The statement tells men they
should care about women because
of women’s relation to them—not
because women are human beings
too. Men shouldn’t care about
gender inequality because their
daughters, sisters and mothers
are oppressed by male privilege;

men should care about gender
inequality because human beings
are being oppressed, and because
they can do something about it.
Further sympathizing with
men, Watson states, “We don’t
often talk about men being
imprisoned by gender stereotypes
but I can see that they are and
that when they are free, things
will change for women as a natural consequence.” She tells men
that they should care about this
issue because they will benefit
from gender equality—completely ignoring that men benefit from
gender inequality.
The idea behind this statement once again centralizes men’s
needs and characterizes women’s
rights as secondary—essentially
telling women that their rights
will become of equal importance
eventually, but not until men feel
secure enough with their own
identity.
Men are still being put first,
and women’s needs are once
again put on the back burner.
Women should not have to wait
any longer to be given what is
rightfully theirs. Saying that men
must be given first priority over
women is why gender inequality
exists; Watson shouldn’t promote
that notion, even accidentally, in a
twenty-first century call to action.
It may make sense for Watson
to avoid being accusatory towards
the male audience she attempts
to appeal to. However, it is completely unhelpful to the cause if
the roles of men in facilitating
gender inequality aren’t acknowledged; without acknowledging
those roles, nothing can be fixed.
But perhaps the most upsetting statement Watson makes is
the following: “If men don’t have
to control, women won’t have to
be controlled.” Men do not have
to control women. Men choose
to control women using societal
pressure and expectations, physical violence, mental and emotional abuse, etc.
Watson completely ignores
men’s autonomy in whether or
not they contribute to gender
inequality. But even more so, as
a woman hearing this statement,
I resented the notion of having to
be controlled by anyone—male or
female. Women have never had to
be controlled. They should never
be controlled—no person should.
And though I doubt Watson meant
this, her lazy rhetoric is allows for
this interpretation.
While Watson is well meaning, and even admirable, in
attempting to create a conversation about gender equality and
redefine the term “feminism,”
she falls short. The HeForShe
campaign recruits men to help
women, but with the notion that
helping women will benefit men.
Ultimately, Watson tells men
to join the campaign because men
will help themselves, not because
their efforts could reduce assault,
rape and premature marriage, as
well as allow for greater educational and professional opportunities for women. Given her message, the campaign might as well
be called HeForHe.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided
by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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At the library, choose wizards over search engines New clubs

continued from page 6

Aubrey Klein

For The Lawrentian

________________________

When I tell people that I
want to be a librarian, they often
laugh or give me an uncomfortable scrunched up look that says,
“Now why would you want to do
that?” And though no one ever
says it, I imagine that they’re
thinking, “But you don’t look like a
librarian. Where are your cat-eye
glasses and severe bun? And why
aren’t you aggressively shushing
me?”
After rolling my eyes and considering the silent treatment until
this person stops insulting my
hopes and dreams, I feel offended
and confused. Many people don’t
seem to recognize librarianship as
a legitimate career path, especially not for a young college graduate. They think that I would make
a much better contribution to
society if I obtained a more prestigious title like Doctor or Nobel
Prize-winning lawyer-astronautscientist.
Even as libraries have adapted in the age of e-books and online
catalogues, many people still cling
to outdated librarian stereotypes
that inform their misguided view
of what a librarian really is. I also
suspect many people are generally ignorant about the profession
as a whole.
This image problem is one
that I am not okay with, and you

shouldn’t be either. So while I’m
no expert—yet—here are some
things you should really know
about librarians, and why they are
some of the coolest people you’ll
ever meet.
I’m here to tell you that not all
librarians are old, white women.
In reality, statistics collected by
the American Library Association
(ALA) indicate that over 40% of
librarians are under the age of
44, and less than 10% are over
the age of 65. However, the gender and racial breakdown of the
profession leaves something to
be desired: 87% of librarians are
white and 81% are female. That
being said, librarians come from
all walks of life and have a diverse
set of experiences and knowledge
to share.
I think librarians often go
underappreciated because people
think that all they do is catalog
and check out books. While these
are some of their duties, librarianship isn’t a job that just anyone
can do. Librarians are the gateway through which people can
find and access almost any type
of information. They’re actually
more like wizards—wizards with
master’s degrees.
A library science degree signifies an extensive knowledge of
library collections and reference
work, as well as computer science, which has become increasingly important in the digital age.
These are some really intelligent

members of society we’re dealing
with here, and they really should
have gotten their letters from
Hogwarts by now.
Now I know what you might
be thinking, and before you ask:
No, Google cannot do what a librarian does. Google spits out one
million search results, a librarian
gives you one. In fact, “UK Search
Guru” Phil Bradley really sums it
up the best: “Librarians are there
to help, aid, assist. To interest,
intrigue, amuse and amaze. To
help children, adults, old people,
and the underprivileged, the rich,
the poor, those with voices and
those without. Google is there to
make money.” So, in addition to
being wizards, librarians are also
social justice warriors. Right on.
As you probably could have
guessed, I’m a frequent library
user. In fact, I use my library card
so often it would probably be easier if I just tattooed the barcode on
my arm. For the life of me I cannot
figure out why someone wouldn’t
use a library. I mean come on, free
books!
Even so, there’s a lot of talk
about libraries and librarians
being irrelevant, and while I know
that a few—or all—of us studious Lawrentians would disagree,
there are a lot of naysayers out
there. So let’s prove them wrong.
Use your library endlessly, and
thank your librarian profusely.
The library is not dead, and neither is the librarian.

“educating for a long term, rather
than just while we’re here.” Learn
more about these opportunities
by emailing Meunier and attending the meetings on Tuesdays at 9
p.m. in the WCC.

The Alexander Hamilton
Society, a national organization
brought to Lawrence by sophomore Bailey Reiners, is a group
that promotes debate on a variety of issues within foreign, economic, and national security
policy. Reiners contacted the
national organization last spring
and attended their conference in
Washington, D.C. over the summer
to learn about the club’s purpose.
“The organization has a set list
of 50 or so speakers that we can

Birchwood

continued from page 8
Lawrence alumnus Bruce Iglauer
’69 took Birchwood in as an artist
under his label having seen his
talent back in 2012 as a judge at
the International Blues Challenge.
Birchwood had also self-released
two albums prior to joining

choose from, and then we choose a
topic and invite them to Lawrence
to debate with a Lawrence professor,” Reiners explained.
The club’s job is to host these
debates and members work to
organize the event, which is open
to the entire campus. The beauty
of the club is that it allows students to be involved in politics
and to witness opposing viewpoints, but from people who are
highly qualified in their field. “We
need members right now,” Reiners
said. “If I can get a couple more
people to help me, we could have
a debate this term.” Members have
input into who visits and what the
debate topic will be. Weekly meetings aren’t necessary, but contact
Reiners or her co-president Chris
Toivonen if you’re interested in
getting involved in this low-commitment club.
Alligator Records.
Having such a talented and
inspiring young artist on the
Lawrence campus was an uplifting experience for those in the
crowd, and hopefully next time we
can encourage more students to
attend such an interesting event.
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Candy
Waste
Corn
Toxic
Waste
Salt
Water
Taffy
SaltWhirly
WaterPops
Taffy
Zots
Sour Patch Kids
Zots

Oaks
Razzles
Chocolate
Oaks
Chocolate
Licorice
Bottlecaps
Ropes
Licorice
Ropes
Runts
Gummy Sharks
Runts
Lemon
BeanBoozled
Drops
Lemon
Drops
Gummy
Pop Rocks
Worms
Gummy
Worms
Candy
LaffyCorn
Taffy
Candy
Corn
Whirly
Sixlets
Pops
Whirly
Pops
Sour
AND
Patch
MORE!
Kids
Sour
Patch
Kids

Razzles
Razzles
Bottlecaps
Bottlecaps
Gummy
GummySharks
Sharks
BeanBoozled
BeanBoozled
Pop
PopRocks
Rocks
Laffy
LaffyTaffy
Taffy
Sixlets
Sixlets
AND
ANDMORE!
MORE!

201 West College Ave.
201
201West
WestCollege
CollegeAve.
Ave.
5 blocks west of campus across
55blocks
from west
Houdini
Plaza across
•across
Open
from
Mon.
Houdini
thru Sat.
Plaza
10am-6pm
•• Open
blocks
westofofcampus
campus
from
Houdini
Plaza
OpenMon.
Mon.thru
thruSat.
Sat.10am-6pm
10am-6pm
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“How can Lawrence improve its landscape
and take advantage of the outdoors?”

“We should be able to rent
out hammocks at the
campus center.”
–Alden Grasse

“I think there should be a
flower bed with an LU
pattern in it.”
–Courtney Schmidt

“More designated smoking
areas in the middle of
campus would be a lot more
convenient.“
–Louis Saldana

EDITORIAL
POLICY:

THE LAWRENTIAN
EDITORIAL BOARD

Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.

Editor-in-Chief:
Emily Zawacki
Copy Chief:
Nathan Lawrence

Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be e-mailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by e-mail should
be text attachments.

Business Manager:
Katie Crawford

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.

Associate News Editor:
Brenna Ori

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.

Managing Editor:
Danny Davis
News Editor:
Rose Nelson

Features Editor:
Claire Hoy
Opinions & Editorials Editor:
Jon Hanrahan
Arts & Entertainment Editor:
Devin Ross
Sports Editor:
Zach Ben-Amots

—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline and to edit each
submission for clarity, decency
and grammar.

Variety Editor:
Amaan Khan
Photo Editor:
Abedin Rafique

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words,
and will be edited for clarity,
decency and grammar.
—Guest editorials may be arranged by contacting the
editor in chief or the editorials
editor in advance of the publishing date.

“More large scale art
sculptures and features on
campus would be nice.”
–Caitlin Wittner

“There should be more
spontaneous chalk art.”
–Aiden Campbell

“I wish the buildings were
more colorful and less
gloomy.”
–Wakana Yagi

Members of
the Associated
Collegiate
Press

Web Manager:
Mackenzie Rech
Copy Editors:
Andrea Johnson
Maggie Ward
Circulation Manager:
Patsy Kealey
Subscriptions Manager:
Sarah Golden

It’s not too late to apply for

The Lawrentian
We are always interested in offering opportunities to new writers,
photographers and illustrators.

For more information, contact lawrentian@lawrence.edu

ADVERTISE

EXPOSURE
To advertise in The Lawrentian, contact lawrentian@lawrence.edu

